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We have urged constantly that, where the resources of libraries allow, 
readers should not be confined rigidly to one ticket plus a student’s 
ticket, but that a more generous approximation to a common American 
policy of allowing ers “‘ as many as they like ” should be kept in 
mind. We read in the Leeds annual report (1929-30) that “ readers 
are now allowed two tickets on which any kind of book may be 
borrowed, and, in addition, students’ tickets up to 2 maximum of 
six, on which only non-fiction may be issued.” The rule has been 
in operation only since January 1St this year and therefore, since the 

rt concludes with March 318t, too recently to show the results ; 
but in the year the increase in the central and branch ery hey 
was roughly ten cent., so the sudden ticket generosity not 
resulted in overw: ing demands. 


* * * * 


There are two sides to this liberal policy. Its that there 
ate readers who can read eight books at a time. We know, of course, 
that a Student pursuing a special course, an author, or a research worker, 
may easily — to do this comparative reading, but to suppose 
that it is desirable or in any way possible for the average man or woman 
to do so is absurd. This argument deserves all weight ; but clearly 
Leeds does not expec everyone to use the excellent facilities it offers ; 
it does provide the facilities for those who need them. We admit 
to a feeling of extravagance in the matter, but it is better to be so on 
the right side than to be niggardly at the expense it may be of any real 
student. We do not know how many other libraries have such 
facilities, but we imagine that Mr. Gordon has gone beyond any other 
English library. We invite information both as to numbers of tickets 
allowed and as the effe&ts that have been 
experiment is more courageous since we elsew in 
annual report “ that many of the branch libraries contain an abundance 
of books devitalized by age and condition, which consequently have 


A welcome is given to Books to Read, the substantial 
teens 


catalogue 
readers in their which has just been issued by the Library 
iation with the financial assistance of the Carnegie Trustees. 


others, and the ral editor is Mr. les Nowell. The entries 
in author order first, then, in a rough Dewey order so far as non- 
ion is concerned, then there is a fiction list and finally a subje& 
t is a well-made book, both editorially and from the pub- 
point. The classified and fiGion entries are annotated 
erences to further reading. We feel that if this book 

in every school, it will at 

are known to them. Asa 
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.- uttle Or NO app to modern readers,” and that money ts not availab: 

+4 * * * * 

‘4 Or, rather, it would appear that the Trustees initiated the scheme, 
4 produced the catalogue, and gave its credit to the Association. The 

sf work is that of a committee 7 clubs, schools, the L.A. 
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A contemporary, which has somewhat airily acclaimed its 
superiority to and indifference for library technique, in i 
to British readers the admirable volume of Essays Offered to Herbert 
Putnam (which ought to be in every library as a fine tribute to a dis- 
tinguished librarian) delivers itself thus: “ It is, in fa&, one of the 
most inspiring books that I have ever examined—one that would 
do infinitely more good to the young student of librarianship than 
would all the recondite tomes published in the names of Brown, 
Sayers, Bostwick, Dana, Drury, and other very serious minded friends.” 
Statement shows the — y examined 

Says, use in part deal wi subje@s written 
ship, which over fifty years has paid so much attention to 
mechanical details and has almost lost its soul as a result, should find 
in this work spiritual elements, etc.” This is even more absurd both 
as English and as logic. In truth men like Brown and Dana, by their 
insistence upon a right technique of librarianship, created the pro- 
fession, which is now attractive to outsiders, who in order to gain 
some influence in it begin by disparaging that which has made it. 

* * * * 


We are quite in agreement (being sane) with the merely obvious 
view that the librarian should pursue all forms of culture, literary 
and otherwise ; but we are convinced that it is not the business of a 
ibrary journal to deal with literature in this way, seeing that there are 
e~ of literary journals which do it so much better. The — 
iterary article in a library journal is about as feeble a thing as can 
imagined; does any cultured librarian ever read it? similar 
reasoning, the librarians who wrote books on library technique 
were not invading the field of the ordinary cultural writer ; they were 
teaching young librarians the mechanics of their craft. To argue 
that this is superfluous, that it almost caused librarianship to lose its 
soul, is too childish for further comment, than this. Apparently 
in the eyes of our contemporary a man will have a higher apprecia- 
tion of architectural beauty, will design better buildings, if he negle@s 
building construGion, perspective and wing. Our readers 
will see the confusion of ht which overtakes some critics of 
real librarianship. 


* * * * 


On another page the same journal somewhat i 
rebukes us for commending the candidature, happily 
of Mr. Tapley-Soper as Honorary Treasurer of the L.A., on the 

und that this gentleman was not nominated by the Council, and 

t Council nominations of such officers should be sacrosan@. Our 
contemporary is entitled to its own views; but, since the office in 
question is an Association and not merely a Council office, since indeed 
it was offered for ballot, we do not share the view expressed. In this 
Council; his services are known and are signal. We affirm 
again that Mr. Tapley- has had direétion of the L.A. finances 
for some time past and been unaccountably—we think quite 
inadvertently—overlooked by the Council. Our is as legiti- 
mate a subjeé of criticism as is any other similar body. 
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The Small Municipal Library 
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE LARGE 
URBAN AND COUNTY LIBRARIES. 


By Epwarp Green. 
Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 

THE attention given to public library provision in recent 
years has revealed that the weakest link in the whole library chain 
is the smaller municipal library. On the one hand the larger towns 
and cities have eStablished more or less efficient library systems, and 
on the other the counties, since 1915, have been engaged in catering 
chiefly for the village and rural communities. In between these 
areas are numerous fairly thickly populated centres for which rural 
provision would be totally inadequate, and for which the full borough 
service is likewise inapplicable or impossible. One has in mind places 
with populations ranging from 5,000 to 25,000, though there are 
areas even larger in size where the library service is either non-existent 
or inefficient. In such places what usually happens is that just a small 

of their readers become subscribers to an adjacent town 
hile large poe those more in need of books— 
remain outside the influence of any 


iture on the service where it exists at all; and 

under present conditions of employing trained 

. Apart from these considerations, the allocation 

of whatever funds are available is not always judiciously apportioned. 
Taking in their order the disabilities referred to, the outstanding 
one, which conditions everything, is the non or but partial recognition 
of the public library. We have expensive and elaborate systems of 
formal education which largely fail in their ultimate object because 
the means for continued education are overlooked or negleéed. 
This, of course, is more pronounced in the smaller areas where the 
library, if it exists at all, is often so starved that it rarely funétions 
successfully. In support of this view it will be useful to examine the 
tables of Statistics in “‘ The yo) on Public Libraries in England 
and Wales,” 1927. There we find that the average expenditure per 
head in the population group 20,000 to 25,000 is only 1od. In the 
Next group, 10,000 to 20,000, it is still lower, viz., 8d., whilst in the 
$,000 to 10,000 it rises one penny to 9d. True it is that the 
compare not unfavourably with expenditure on some even 

larger but starved libraries, yet experience dictates that it is impossible 
towns, and even not a few moderate-sized ones, 

ile to spend considerably more. Even with the 

head expenditure, the small library can rarely be quite 

as an independent and isolated unit; it needs to be 

affiliated in some way with a larger system—borough or county— 
not only for book borrowing, but equally for inspiration, technical 
advice and guidance. In many of the smaller libraries we have in 
mind the employment of untrained labour is a serious disability, 


115 
the principal causes for this state of affairs are (2) non-recognition of 
the public library as a vital need in social and educational advance ; 

| 
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which can only be miti by the friendly and 
of larger services. it should thet 
most of these small libraries are of the urban rather than the rural 

, guidance and assistance from town libraries is the kind required. 

oreover, the resources of the longer eStablished and larger urban 
systems are much greater than the newer county systems, and there- 
fore they are in a better position to undertake the work. 

One difficulty of the small urban library is that although the 
demand, in quantity, is not so great as in larger areas, the same varieties 
of reading are for which, of course, renders necessary wide 
choice to sele& from. The only exceptions in this regard may be 
variations in technical or trade literature. The limited 
Stocks of the small library are consequently quickly exhausted by 
adult readers, and the only remedy appears to be loan colleétions from 
larger centres to freshen the stock and increase the choice available. 
In a limited degree this method is in operation in the county systems, 
but any great extéhsion under present financial conditions appears to 
be somewhat difficult. Indeed, an examination of the county book 
Stocks, in relation to population served, reveals a book poverty which 
should forbid any further loaning to the smaller urban libraries until 
such stocks are considerably increased. From yet another angle the 

ion of co-operative effort may be approached. It would appear 

t most, if not all, of the smaller urban libraries, immediately adjacent 
to larger centres, could be more profitably linked with than 
with county headquarters which may be located much farther away. 
Other considerations are greater community of interest with their 
urban neighbours than with the more remote, scantily equipped, 
county repositories. Then, the value of having at hand advice and 
guidance is apparent ; and not a minor consideration is the difference 
in cost of transport of books as between one service and the other. 
Yet another point, perhaps greater than those noted, is the greater 
ease with which the staffs of small libraries may visit, or be temporarily 
exchanged with, the staffs in adjacent libraries. In the development of 
small urban libraries it is of great moment that the official, or officials, 
should be introduced to larger fields of activity, not only for instru€tion 
in technique, but be one to counteraét parochialism and stagnation 
of endeavour. Eq important is it that not only staffs but members 
of committees of s libraries should attend conferences and meet- 
ings more freely than is now the case, and more of these meetings 
should be held in the smaller areas. Possibly also, the freer dis- 
tribution of reports, book-lists and other official documents from the 
larger progressive centres would do much to stimulate and 
the smaller places by indicating developments in cities and borou 
capable of imitation or modification elsewhere. The smaller libraries 
must be brought to realise more fully their funétion, be encouraged 
in every possible way, and by use of telephone, press and platform, 
make their resources known. They must be helped to become more 
alert and enterprising in all their doings, and to aim at being regarded 
as intelletual centres of some importance. A freer co-operation with 
other libraries should promote this desirable end. 

Finally, the matter of ultimate control of institutions weighs 
everywhere, especially in small areas. Libraries established prior to 
1918 enjoy complete local control, whilst any inaugurated that 
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date stand referred to the county authority. It is exceedingly unlikely 
that any small authority would cede entirely to either ‘borough or 
county this valued power of control, but many: might willingly co- 


operate to secure increased efficiency. It is perhaps along such lines 
that advance should be sought. 


An Ode to Stanley Snaith 


See The Library Assifiant, August—September, 1930. 
“ Give me the Young ! ”—with strength insistent 
To beard the Old Men crowned with dust, 
Who with cold dignity resistant 
ReStrain us with their chains of rust ; 
O vernal Library Assistant 
In our own armour be your trust 
Against senilities persistent 
That will not let us go a bust ! 


“ Farewell to Brown! Am I not greater ? 
I give his wisdom not a hoot. 

By virtue of my birthday later 
I offer him my royal boot.” 


“ On Stanley, on! ”—hey! biff and batter 
The Old who cloud our starry faith ; 
Low in the dust the grey locks scatter 
That shake like those of Banquo’s wraith ; 
The Forts of Forty smite and shatter, 
And as for Sixty, “ Groan!” he saith, 
“ That earth is cumbered with such matter !” 
On Stanley! On, consummate Snaith ! 
S. S. SENEx.. 


County Library Cataloguing 
By Mrs. ALEXANDER HENDERSON, Late County Librarian, Fife. 

I am not sure that there is much more to be said at this date on the 
subje& of Cataloguing, which indeed appears to me to be one of the 
most threadbare subjeéts on which one could expatiate. It has been 
discussed in book and in magazine almost unendingly for two genera- 
tions, and for myself, I feel that it is high time we were accepting 
with the grace we should the magnificent manual of Cutter. One 
might think that there is still room for discussion of county library 
cataloguing ; but even here IJ feel that the subje& has been discussed 
once and for all so praétically and with so much vision that there is 
really not much more to be said about it. Mr. Macleod’s County 
Rural Libraries traverses this subje& with the same thoroughness and 
vision as is shown throughout that remarkable book. But un- 
doubtedly—simply for economic reasons—it will be some time yet 
ere we are able to produce in connection with our schemes the guide 
book catalogue which Mr. Macleod foresees and discusses. The 
guide book catalogue must come in time, and I would strongly submit 


* A Paper read before the County Library Circle at Edinburgh. 
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that a guide book catalogue of the basic order would be one of the 
when te, Libary ge work 
when the Lib Association to work su of 
this nature may be 4. committee. If such a 
ities of a guide book 
will find the scheme of such a book outlined in adequate detail in Mr. 
Macleod’s book. Pa 

To my mind nature of the catalogue required in county 
libraries does not differ essentially from the kind required in town 
libraries; but I do not think we should work along the lines of 
ancient authority. General cataloguing rules, such as those of Cutter, 
—_— the frame-work. We want something more—a catalogue of 

the annotated order, nicely got up, stimulating to consult, and a 
pleasure to handle. It has always struck me that library catalogues 
ate, as far as readers are concerned, about the dullest things in print. 
I do not see why this should be so. After all, the catalogue is the 
frtine to the library and nothing is so ——— as an unpleasant- 

guide. I feel that we should aim as highly as possible when 
aes teparing our catalogues, and think if possible fifty years ahead. 
te is too much tradition as it is in our work, too much slavish 
following of methods, the only claim to attention of these being that 
they are antique. 

The best type of catalogue to meet the needs of the average 
body of readers must be based on simplicity. It is no use our imagining 
that our readers have any know! of such a recondite ha 
classification, for they have not. Even the best type of educated 

ust a sign of our narrowness of vision that we should ever think that 

oan anntins ts could possibly make the best use of the classified form. 
I > made tests with readers myself, careful tests, handing them 
ies of catalogues compiled on the dictionary and the classified 
les, and not once has one of these readers hesitated to plump for 
the diGtionary form. After all, the population generally is educated 
upon the alphabet. If they want to ascertain a fact in geography they 
consult a gazetteer alphabetically compiled, and the same if they want 
to ascertain facts in any other subjee or to get a definition of a word in 
any language. Do not let us continue to harbour the illusion that 
we know better than the compilers of diétionaries as to what is the 
best form in which to present knowledge. The faé that the people 
know the alphabet and the opposite faét that they do not know classi- 
fication should be a fine argument in favour of the diGtionary cata- 
logue. Moreover, the ditionary catalogue is no more costly than 
the decently compiled classified catalogue. In the past, classified 
catalogues have been published and the cost of produétion kept to 
a minimum, but many of these catalogues have been utterly useless 
to readers, not owing merely to their difficul ty, but owing to the 
extremely poor indexes. A properly compiled classified catalogue 
would not only cost as much as a pee | di&tionary catalogue, but would 
in fa& cost a good deal more. 

My experience of my own catalogue in Fife County has been 

y educative to me. I, of course, aimed at simplicity, and I do feel 
that I havé achieved a fair measure of that. It was my aim to make 
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the catalogue answer quickly the commonest questions : What books 
are there in the county library by a given author, what books are there 
in the county library on a given subjeé, is there a book in the county 
library with a given title. To answer these questions was my chief 
aim in producing the catalogue, and if I may so so, the numberless 
letters I have had from local librarians and from readers since the 
catalogue was published, all relative to the catalogue and very kindly 
in its praise, has convinced me that the work is indeed in a measure a 
Step towards the guide catalogue which I should still like to see. 

I feel what we Scots blate in discussing the subje& at all 
critically, but the fa& is that in Britain there have comparatively 
few catalogues of high quality published by libraries. Now and again 
one gets a frightful shock to see the work produced by some big 
centre and called a catalogue. The older school of librarians were 
satisfied to think that they had done high achievement in publishing 
works such as the ponderous lists associated with Libraries at Dundee, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Belfast, and other large centres. These cata- 
logues represent, of course, the performance of a past generation and 
we do not think highly of their catch-title effets ; but I am perfeély 
sure that fifty years after this librarians will look with considerable 
derision at some of the catalogues being published in our day. There 
is no getting away from the fa& that unless the compiler of a cata- 
logue has a net background of 7 pmyom training, his or her 
work will declare itself as the work of an untrained and inefficient 


t of simplicity a little further. 
I would not say that the country folk in some areas are really much 
less educated are townsfolk, but there are compelling reasons 
as to why we must aim high in the intention of producing the form 
of catalogue most suited to the readers. The country reader has access 
only to a limited number of books at his local centre, and unless he 
has a very big imagination indeed he is unable to think back to the 
great central pool at headquarters. It is most desirable that such 
readers and the local librarians should be enabled to know what books 
are in the county library stock, and can only get such information 
by having a catalogue provided for The catalogue, reposing 
at the centre, will in ive the local centre itself proper bearing in 
relation to the whole will command for the complete service a 
considerable amount of respeét. I need hardly add that copies of 
the catalogue in the hands of all adult educational organisers, officials 
of county societies, clubs, and other bodies interested in the social 
and educational welfare of the people would be a most useful lever. 
Here again, the catalogue i would serve to place the county 
library on the map. Such officials and welfare workers would be 
enabled to realise its power merely by looking at it ; also they would 
at all times be able to consult it for such books as they themselves 
require at their meetings or for personal perusal. 

Iam pord om to argue any further in favour of the provision 
of printed catalogues in county libraries. My ience in Fife is as 
pom as any, and I do know the tremendous n it has been to 

readers and the tremendous saving of correspondence it has been 
to me at my office. Its produétion certainly cost time, but not very 


much more time than is necessary to compile a card catalogue, which 
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I also have. In any case, the main points are these : 
vision of a catalogue advance the service? In terms of 


3 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear SAPHENES, 

It is amazing, is it not, how long the Conference lasts us? We 
next Conference will set us agog about Hull. Have you heard, by 
the way, any of those wild strange rumours which are flying around 
about the accommodation at Hull? Apparently that benighted city 
has grown up all straggly and slipshod and with no tion that 
one day we should be meeting there in conclave. amelie gly the 
hotel accommodation would be hard pressed to take two hundred 
souls, so there are terrible prognostications of most of us (including 
even some of the Lions) having to Stay in seamen’s lodging-houses 
down dark alleys, unless the organisers can 

Hrre A Sup 
which would be moored a little way down the Humber. Think of it, 
O Saphenes, and rejoice. Think of the Great Ones being rowed back 
to their home on the waves, to the air of some brave old shanty. 
Think of us lesser and younger fry acquiring, as the days slip by, a 
fine briny vocabulary; think how that same vocabulary might be 
turned to good account in the Conference Room. How Stimulating 
it would be to ele&rify the post-prandial drowsiness of our elder 
brethren with salty turns of s and lungs of brass. The other 
prospe&—seamen’s lodging houses—pleases me equally, for look 
what new horizons would be ours. To hear tales of clipper ships and 
the China seas, to curdle at dark visions of dagos and porra-men, to 
sample grog and other devil’s brews: what broadening and stimu- 
lating incursions into our narrow bibliographical hermitage these 
would be! A fig for the comfort of snug lounges, a fig for genteel 
cups of coffee on the chilly heights of Olympus, when any morning a 
Lascar may leer round my door or any night I may hear from Barnacle 
Bill’s own lips the story of his passage round the Horn. With such 
things as these the bluff and hearty amongst us would grow bluffer 
and ier, the thin and superior would don yach , and the 
faint of heart would wither entirely away ; all of w are in 
accord with the designs of nature. Do you not agree, Saphenes, 


that we are 

A Mryoptc Proression 
as far as interests beyond the small world of librarianship are con- 
cerned ? I do not know how matters stand in other professions, but I 
doubt if there is another of which the general run of members are so 


ot can only say that it advanced the service tremendously and that the 
local librarians are now enabled to make requisitions for themselves ; 
i that it is no longer necessary for me and my staff to build up the col- 
le&ions each quarter and to do the enormous amount of checking 
. which was formerly required in order to ascertain whether particular 
books had been previously sent to centres. I feel that the catalogue 
; glad indeed to have been able to provide it, even though the work at 
F. time was hard, and we were working with short Staff. 
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confined in their own little hive and unanxious to sniff the fine savour 
of life in general. Granted that the world of books is a wide one, 
knowing no physical, mental, or temporal boundaries, it is yet a 
small world, or rather a vassal state in the service of life. What 
savant will not lay by his books when he hears the fire-engine stop 
round the corner? What fight in literature is as vivid as a dog- 

ht outside one’s window ? What musician yet composed a sym- 
_ to equal the primitive gurgle of the sea or the sophisticated 
gamut of the breeze through poplars ?_ The world is so full of things 
as interesting as fires and dog-fights and waves that the man who sa 
that books, music and pitures can give him all he needs is only half’a 
man, and if he be a librarian he is pd half a librarian. But the trouble 
with literary folk who can cap Virgilian quotations over lunch at the 
Reétory and then go out to » Ade. the finer points of quoits on the 
village green with the local clodhoppers is that they do it all with a 
self-conscious gusto. Then they go home to write pestiferous God’s- 
own-country novels, and think themselves great elemental fellows. 
Rather what we need is a quiet oo gusto, an awareness of 
the interdependence of things. training of a librarian ought to 
include some tuition in the 

Fine Arr or PorrerINnGc 

and the curriculum should include journeys by land and sea, moun- 
tains, sunsets, cities, ruins, cabarets, crowds, Storms, turmoil and 
solitary confinement, street-markets, food and drink, and folk. 

But I dream. You have been writing at length, Saphenes, about 
the Conference and have said a good deal thar I wanted to say myself, 
together with much that provokes disagreement. Was it the dis- 
comfort of the Spotted Dog that made you so dyspeptic that day you 
wandered round the colleges and conceived that all the opportunities 
and beauties of Cambridge were closed to the brains of the country ? 
Agreed that our older universities have sometimes a pai resem- 
blance to the Erewhonian colleges of unreason, a that some of 
their a€tivities are rooted in dead traditions, yet they have produced 
Brooke, Flecker, Thomson, Jeans, Eddington in our own generation 
and in the crucible are many more of that calibre : men whose minds 
and spirits have been moulded by a great tradition. Those who are 
Strangers to that tradition owe more to it than can be computed and 
an hour in the colleges can give a hint of its subtle influence. You, 
Saphenes, would it not an influence but a miasma, I suppose, 
but perhaps that betokens an unconscious jealousy. I have never yet 
heard or read a condemnation of Oxford or Cambridge which could 
convince a bystander, with no axe to grind either way, of its re€titude 
and logic. We are too much inclined, I imagine, to condemn what 
is a small world in itself on the basis of unfortunate experiences with a 
few of its inhabitants. Most librarians, at one time or another, have 
had as colleagues or encountered in their work young University 
men who have proved to be ninnies, but that is not enough to damn 
the whole crew. Furthermore, as Sir Somebody-or-other said, in a 
speech the other day, it is not fair to compare a man of twenty-two 
who has just left the University with the man of the same age who 
has four or five years’ practical tience behind him. But wait 
until they are end io thon that the an 
score, and score heavily. 
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The Conference as a whole had an air of alertness and progres- 
siveness, as though there is some new spirit in the air. es nearly all 
of the rs there appeared the spirit of co-operation and a sanguine 
concern for the future. It has nt a long a apes break the cords of 
financial stringency which bound us for so long, but now, ten years 
after, the cramp begins to dis: ; with the result that there is a 
new freedom everywhere which seems likely to widen under the 

is of a fresh generation which has known nothing of the restrictions 
which throttled enterprise. Like you, I hope that the voice of the 
fresh generation will be heard more and more at conferences and that 
its power will be felt in professional counsels. We are advancing 
towards a day when there will be no longer librarians and assistants, 
veterans and juniors, parent associations and their intratable off- 
spring, but a profession and an association uniting in the common 

service of a cause. It all depends upon the older men. 
HERACLITUS. 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
Down WITH THE OLD ’Uns. 

What a perfe& joy these youngsters are. The gentleman who 
reviews library publications in the Library Assiffant dredges the 
di&tionary for his lucid epithets, and lilts into a sort of rhythmical 
epigrammatic style, obviously inspired by the impish desire—he 
would call it ‘‘ urge ”—to put out his tongue at as many le as he 
can. “ Give me the young,” he begins; they are so inspita- 
tional luminescence, or words to het effe&. Then he goes on to 
dismiss James Duff Brown ; ave atque vale, “1 have sucked you dry ; 
I want other provender ”—or, again, words to that effe&. I only wish 
he could prove his point that his generation is doing anything that 
was not as well, and much more thoroughly done, in the days of 
Brown. His creed is that of most young critics. If, in reviewing a 
library publication he finds there a book he has read and liked he 
breaks into whoops of approval; if not, he reproves the librarian 
issuing it in most magisterial tones. One can never be really magisterial 
unless one is under 30; seriousness is the prerogative of youth. 
“ Give me the young.” So say I. They are so innocently wise and 
so admirably perfeé, so totally unaware that anyone before them lived, 
fought, criticised and admired even as they do. Only a young man 


can be 
An INFALLIBLE CRITIC. 

Let us follow the scintillations of his genius. Mind you I am at a 
disadvantage. I do not think Proust equal to Rabelais, Cervantes, 
Dickens or even Balzac ; he is as healthy as a malarial swamp in my 
view. Worse still: I have not read Le Corbusier, and therefore am 
outside the pale. I merely follow our scribe with wondering respe@. 
Does he not urge Th: Face of the Land “ upon all those librarians (and 
their name is legion) who are devotees of the Cult of the Ugly ?” 
That is most subtle, for it turns upon “ cult ” and “ ugly ” which are, 
of course, left undefined. cee ae apparently, too, have “ saurian 
hides,” poor things; but why saurian rather than rhinoserosian ? 
On a list of American novels he says : “‘ There is nothing of Dreiser’s. 
Nothing of Wilder’s. Nothing by Willa Cather or Sherwood Ander- 
son. Yet Churchill, Deland, Irving, and Wister (Wister !) are deemed 
worthy of a place. I deduce a certain lack of critical discrimination.” 
The deuce you do! I think that is one of the most comically impudent 
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sentences I have read in years. No doubt the sordid books of 
Dreiser, and the sometimes readable stuff of Wilder, Cather and 
Anderson ought to be in libraries ; but Churchill is better than any 
of them, and Irving is master of them all ; and the lovely brackets 
which repeat Wister’s name simply tickle me furiously. Does our 
friend know this man’s work? But then, it is manly, and devotees 
of Proust might find that frop fort. The Virginian is a noble book, 
and Lady Baltimore as beautiful a book as any in the last twenty years. 
a he will outlive all our friend’s immo: 11 


Squire. to “ Snootiness,” because he dis- 
cppeuves y book—a book which—here our 
critic lets clay eal be that a man who was about 


16 or less when the assuredly possess—‘‘ communicates 
an aétuality, a pathos, and a large-mindedness, which entitle it to be 
regarded as the one valid expression of the inwardness of war.” 
Tosh, my dear boy, likewise bosh, and slosh ! 
“ Proustians,” writes the dear child, “ are 
Nororiousty Toucny,” 
and he is one of the race so fearfully named. So I must beware. But 
I really do like him. “‘Anybody,” says he, “‘ remember the reports of 
a couple of decades ago?” That is iful. They were “ thick and 
cold and—suety. And so painstaking, my dears.” Ye Gods! They 
-— thin and stringy and the only “ fat * in them was the printers’. 
ea ty it would te if youngsters confined themselves to subjects 
r experience! What a joy I should miss if this lovely young 
eulbe curbed his eloquence in so disastrous a fashion. I want him to 
flourish: more power to his elbow ! HEGATAUs. 


We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
‘Lerrers on Our Aprrarrs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary 


Personal News 


The retirement of Sir Frederick G. Kenyon from the dire@orship 
of the British Museum removes from aétive management the head of 
our profession. A great classical scholar, the major editor of the 
Brownings, the chairman of the government Public Libraries Com- 
mittee, = tans of the War Graves Commission, President of the 
British Academy : these are a few of the things we immediately conne& 
with him. He will go into ative retirement, for his interests are 
legion and his energy very great ; and he will go with the honour and 

ratitude of all librarians. 

rk, Geoffrey H. (3 Library Association Certificates), Assistant, 

Bethnal Green Public Library, to be Assistant, Bedfordshire County 
Library. 

Sienudin S. H., Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, to be Senior 
Assistant, Exeter Public Libraries. Four L.A. Certificates. Member 
NALGO. 

Howarth, H. M., Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, to be Senior 
Assistant, Scarborough, Five L.A. Certificates. 

Naylor, H. Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, to be Senior Assistant, 

tockport. L.A. Diploma. 

sag ee W. Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, to be Senior Assistant, 

ymouth. Four L.A. Certificates. 

rill, Miss Hilda, Assistant, Chiswick Public Library, to be Assistant, 
Norwich Public Libraries. Six Library Association Certificates. 
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MAN 
AND HIS UNIVERSE 


By John Langdon-Davies 


Were it possible to describe a book of such wide scope in a sentence one 
ih call it “ The Story of the Progress of Knowledge.” It is comparable 
ith the great outlines of Hi 
lucid style which will appeal to the general reader as well as to the ° 
Beginning with man’s earliest su’ itions and beliefs, Langdon-Davies 
man’s emergence into an era of scientific discovery. Never before has the 
story of man’s continuous struggle to adjust his inherited beliefs to the ever- 
changing world of fa& been attempted in popular vein. 


H. G. WELLS writes, “ interesting, well ell-arranged, 
beak y of the relati Modernism to 
Tradition in its various phases. 
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Library Topics 

[The Lrsrary would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial 
not later than the firft day of each month.) 


Burnley 

The valuable possibilities of wireless discussion groups are 
being gradually recognised by librarians, and this new feature of 
library work started up and down the country. The librarians, argu- 
ment in favour of them is the same as that in support of library le&tures 
and musical recitals—the recognition that his work is the dissemina- 
tion of culture in every shape and form—but more particularly in 
literary form. An excellent example of how such wireless discussions 
should be run is the Burnley Lib scheme, an interesting account 
of which is given in the Maschetler Caardian for September 30th. 


Coventry 

The September-O@ober issue of the Coventry Bookshelf gives an 
excellent list of “ Business Books.” The list is mores A oy an 
article on “‘ Training for Business Life ” by T. W. Dunkerley, B. Com. 


Croydon 

On Wednesday, September 17th, when the foundation stone of 
the Norbury Library was laid, another page in the history of the 
Croydon Libraries was commenced. The plans of the new library 
were shown at Cambridge so we have all ialan opportunity of seeing 
the admirable lay-out. 


East Ham 

On Friday, O&ober 3rd, the new Juvenile Li at the Central 
Library was by the Mayor of East Ham . Councillor 
T. I. Lethaby, J.P.). 


Exeter 

On O€ober 11th The Right Honourable the Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine opened the new city library. We hope to give an account 
in our next number. 


Fulham 

In the O@ober-December number of the Readers’ Guide an inter- 
esting note is given on two early library pioneers, W. E. Forster and 
William Ewart, with short 

The usual list of autumn , with reading lists, is excellently 


has an 
lit of 


Gateshead 
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Hammersmith 

The Wormholt Branch Library, recently opened, serves the 
Old Oak and Wormholt distri€s in the northern part of the borough. 

The designs and plans were prepared by the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor and the work carried out under his supervision. The 
contract for the building was executed by Mr. E. A. Russell, of 
Walthamstow, at a cost of {10,670 ; £8,125 being for Library purposes 
and the remaining £2,545 for the purpose of a Welfare Centre. 


Hendon 

Like all the publications of the Hendon Public Libraries, their 
new little “ Public Le@ure ” lists for the coming season are artistically 
produced, and attractive. Brief reading lists are given. 


Lancashire 

The Lancashire County Library have just published a “ Catalogue 
of Books on Fine Arts, Sports and Pastimes,” arranged according to 
the Dewey Decimal Classification with an author and subje& index. 
It is well produced, and the selection, within the necessary limits of a 
small library, is an excellent one. Perhaps the weakest sections are 


Lemnington 
The i artment has just been completely re-organised 
so as to provide increased space between the book-cases, better 
lighting and supervision. This was necessary owing to the increased 
popularity of the Library since open-access was introduced 11 years 
ago. A new method of artificial lighting has also been introduced. 


Leeds 

Leeds Public Libraries continue to issue their excellent “‘ What 
to Read ” series. The new issues are on Education, by Sir John Adams, 
Philosophy, by C. Delisle Burns, Geography, by J. F. Unstead, and 
English Drama, by Allardyce Nicole. y are issued to readers 
at 3d. each, and each consists of a h , and obviously authoritative 
introdu€tion, followed by a list of books. This co-operation of 
famous scholars with a great public library is most useful. 

The O&ober number of the Leeeds Commercial and Technical 
Library Bulletin is devoted to “ The Economics of the Wool Industry.” 


Manchester 

In the Halifax Courier and Guardian for September 6th 
a very interesting account of the life and work of the President of the 
Library Association. Mr. Jast is a native of Halifax and this year 
the city will remember with pride his work for Lbrarianship with 
them and elsewhere. 

The third of the new series of Occasional Reading Lists issued 
by the Manchester Public Libraries is devoted to “ Children, Their 
Care, Welfare and Education.” Originally prepared for a Youn 
People’s Week arranged by the North Manchester and Distri 
Sunday Schools, it has been greatly enlarged and now forms a very 
useful guide to the subjeé&t. The fourth of the new series of Occasional 
Lists is of “Books on Banking and Finance in the Commercial 


those on Architecture and Painting. 
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Library Reports 

BraminGHAM Public Libraries.—68th Annual Report, 1929-1930. 
Population, 919,438. City Librarian, H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A. 
Rate, a.sg0. Income from Rate, £62,781. Stock: Lending, 


9,603. Withdrawals: Lending, sa,890; Reference, 103. 
Issues: Lending, 3,079,764; Reference, 231,972; Children’s 
Reading Rooms, 862,964. Borrowers, 130,590; extra tickets. 
85,864. Branches, 24. 


$,800 more borrowers were Increased use was made of both the Pi@ure 
and the lantern many thousands of each were also added to the 
Extra has been made for the coming year to deal 


i be 
restriéted, as was the case in the under review. 
and others eredted in near future. A motor van to facilitate the 


Ipswicu Public Libraries—A Year’s Work, 1929-1930. Population, 
84,200. Chief Librarian, Lionel R. McColvin, F.L.A. Stock: 
Lending, 35,821; Juvenile, 4,896; Reference, 17,715 ; Branches, 
13,016. Additions, 4706; Wi Seenall, 3,263. Issues: Lending, 
273,535; Juvenile, 60,235 ; Reference, 96,584; Branches, 85,484. 
Borrowers, 11,593 extra tickets, Branches, 6. 


ic le€tures ; a number of musicai 
evenings and municipal concerts, and some y afternoon organ recitals. 


Leeps Public Libraries, Art Gallery and Museums.—Annual Report, 
1929-1930. Population, 482,600. City Librarian, R. J. Gordon, 
F.L.A. Rate, 2.778d. Income from Rate, £35,781. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 33,680 ; Circulating department, 15,852; Reference, 106,674; 
Commercial and Techtical 10,053; Branches, 150,444. Addi- 
tions, 18,696. Withdrawals, 23,630. Issues: Lending, 360,241 ; 
Reference, 96,557; Commercial and Technical, 26,419; Juvenile, 
254,662; Branches, 1,693,851. Borrowers, 55,781 ; extra tickets, 
25,332. Branches, 20. 


It is a source of deep satisfaction to the Committee and all concerned that the 
service of the Libraries continues to find greater appreciation among the citizens. 
In the past ten years the issues have advanced by nearly a million, and in the year 
just closed showed an increase of 269,000. Every t has contributed 
toward this huge advance. Many borrowers have availed themselves of the new 
privileges granted to them by the altered regu tions regarding tickets. Each reader 
is now allowed two tickets on which any of book may be borrowed, and in 
addition Students’ tickets up to a maximum of six on which only non-fiGtion may 
be issued. The new H branch library is shortly to be ready for use. The 
first issue of ““ The Chimney Corner,” a quarterly magazine distributed free among 
the children, was made during the year. The visitors to the Museums and le@tures 
held therein totalled 76,513, and the receipts £677. 


The authorities have every reason to be gratified with the result of the year’s 

work. Over - more issues were recorded than in the - _ and 

EXD: ha made Of eplace- 

successful year’s service is reported. A large increase in the work of the Reference 

Library, and a non-fidtion issue percentage of 41.1 are the most noticeable features. 

Nearly 150 additional “‘ Music ”’ tickets were issued. The Committee is considering 

the — of one or two further branch libraries. The —_ items of exten- 
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MANCHESTER Public .—78th Annual 
Population, 746,500. ief Librarian, L. S 
Rate, 3.42d. Income from Rate, 84,765. 
378,613; Reference, 274,582. A itions : 


Mrpp.essBrouGH Public Library.—A Year’s Mace Service : 
the Annual Report for the year ending 31st » 1930. Popula- 
tion, 131,700. Borough Librarian, W. Lillie. Rate, 2.09d. Income 
from Rate, £4,326. Stock: , 22,471; Intermediate 
Library, 1,533; Juvenile, 2,641; erence, 25,830; Branch, 
3,736; School Libraries, 6,449. haditions 9,943; Withdrawals, 
6,478. Issues: Lending, 241,518; Intermediate 24,834 ; Juvenile, 
68,401; Reference, 71,491 ; Branch, 44,145. Borrowers, 9,601 ; 
extra tickets, 1,678. 1 Branch. 
The of the Committee of adding a varied sele&tion of best books in all 
classes of literature, during the year, has had the desired result. The year’s work 
Not along he aunty ofthe whch 


accessible quality of the which is the 
partment returns reco: ; the 


PortsMouTH Public Libraries and Museums.—46th Annual Report, 
1929-1930. Population, 247,343. City Librarian and Curator. 
James Hutt, M.A., F.L.A. Rate, 1.26d. Income from Rate, 
£8,661. Stock: Lending, 38,533; Reference, 11,577; Branches, 
47,204. Additions, 5,019. Withdrawals, 5,025. Issues; Central 
Lending, 140,579; Central Reference, 24,674; open shelves, 
44,302 ; Juvenile, 26,604; Branches, Lending, 380,763; Branches, 
Reference, 28,950; Branches, Juvenile, 102,669. Borrowers, 
25,437; extra tickets, 8,469. Branches, 5. 

The the above Report show a decided im; t in most 

the year. The change-over for two months 

but hiss been more than compensated for bythe record isues since. The Central 

Reference Department has been greatly altered 

reconstructed, both with beneficial results. A number of ayy ey valuable 

Dickens items, including several first editions, were added to the Museum. 

18,284 people visited the Museums during the year, an increase of 5,000. 


» 1929-1950. 
PLA. 
Stock: Lending, | 
Lending, 44,251; 
34,323; Reference, 
45,716. Borrowers, 
118,067 ; tickets in use (estimated), 230,780. Branches, 25. 
Immense satisfaction is felt at the aGtual beginning 
new Central building. The above Report contains some piGures of the work in 
progress and a Five other 
sites have been existing build- 
ings. A Young People’s room was o at Gorton West, bringing the 
number of these rooms in operation rt Altogether these departments issued 
211,544 books during the year. The D. B. Taylor Memorial Library, containing 
348 volumes of works on art, was the chief among many valuable donations. An 
exhibition of Children’s books published ~— the last Christmas season, many 3 
of them loaned by local booksellers, was in the Reference Library. The 
intention of the exhibition was to assist and guide parents and others in their 
sele&ion of seasonable gifts. Six other special exhibitions were held during the 
year. 
many anxious moments. The Intermediate department is rapidly growing and 
now nearly 3,500 borrowers are enrolled. Many requests to open the Branch 
Library an extra evening per week have been received, and, as the work there con- 
tinues to expand, it is hoped that this request will very soon be acceded to. 
L 
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Review 


Brown (J. D.) Manual of Library Economy. Fourth edition, edited 
and newly revised by W. C. Berwick Sayers. Illustrated. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xxiii., 533. London, Grafton, 1931. 308. net. 

The decade since the publication of the third edition of the Manual has seen 
the abolition of the penny-rate limitation, the phenomenal growth of county library 
systems, the publication of the tal Committee’s Report, and the nationali- 
sation of the Central Library for Students into the National Central Library. Even 
80, a mere reprint of the 1920 edition would have been welcome this long time now, 
so we are doubly thankful at the sight of the familiar pages augmented by many 
new and which reveal, at even a casual glance, the solid progress 
which librarianship has made in that decade. The arrangement of the third 
edition, with its division into small and well-indexed se&tions under each chapter, 
each section as nearly as possible self-contained, has been followed closely in the 
fourth. It is so familiar as to need no detailed description here, but for the benefit 
of those to whom the Manual is unfamiliar the headings of the principal Divisions, 
or groups of chapters, may well be given. These are: Legislation; Committees, 
Finance; Staff, Buildings and Equipment; Book Seleétion Assession, Classifica- 
tion and Shelf Arrangement; Cataloguing, Filing, Indexing; Maintenance and 
Routine Work; Rules and on The Lending Department; The Reference 

with Children; Library Development (including Le@tures 


the end. It therefore covers, in a general way where highly specialized aspects are 
, but quite specifically in the principal details of organization admini- 


The biographical introdu@tion and chapter, now superero tory in such a 
manual, on Museums and Art Galleries have been omitted from this edition, and 


extra to -three. This new material has been spread 
oun Ge wath 0 ident tat On 
incipal emendations occur in the chapters on Children’s and County libraries. 
the third edition appeared the county libraries were in their salad days, and 


with 519 pages, 587 sections and Sa the omissions noted above bring- 


chapter 

1928-9 were without any assistants at all ; thirty-seven without any trained assistants, 
and only in ten was there a deputy or assiStant librarian. The maximum salaries 
for the trained assiftants range from £15 300, but are probably nearer the 
lower than the higher figure, judging what their librarians receive.”” This 
reveals a deplorable State of affairs, but not so ago conditions in se a 
libraries were even worse than these, so it is to be that Mr. Berwick Sayers 
is right when he calls it “a Stage in ” and the shorter this Stage the 
better. Even the fine pioneer spirit which has achieved so much in so comparatively 
short a time will not persist too long on a basis immoderately rich in kicks but so 
meagre in half-pence. 

In general, the main tendency revealed by this revision is a tendency towards 
simplicity and unification—from the planning and design of buildings and fittings 
to the rulings of every kind of record and form. A volume which is primarily a 
text-book must of necessity concentrate largely on points, even very minor points, 
of praétical detail ; but there is not lacking either a refleGtion of the growing con- 
viétion in library circles that most borrowers and readers are human beings. Of 
recent years this policy has shown itself in the more humane design of various 
fittings and furniture, notably in the design of bookStacks. But although adequate 
recognition of the exigencies of the human frame has been made by lowering 
of the higher shelves and the raising and tilting of the lower, although some kindly 
librarians have for long provided chairs for comfort of lending library users, 
there is as yet no official recognition of the faé that borrowers are able to sit. If 
Umbertus Tribuendis could discuss these matters so frankly in relation to the 
physical attributes of the Celestial Hosts, we see no possible reason why librarians 
should modestly hang back with regard to mere borrowers. For this reason we 


and ( I work); anda t $ at 
many illustrations which time has made effete have been dropped. The Manual 
it is significant of the great progress which has been made that the fourth edition 
can reproduce several plans of existing small branches in county syStems and the 
of a gorgeous library van. Yet the following quotation from this 
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°. 
Booxs to Reap.—A Classified and Annotated Catalogue 
.epepatee> Compiled by a Committee 
Association of Bo ’ Clubs, The Nati Associa- 
tion of Gl > Clubs, and the ie United Kingdom Trut. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 574. London, i 
1930. 108, net. 
Mo&t of our readers who attended the recent 


opportunity of handling 
rate importance and one that is undou 


Txe American Lrsrary Directory, 1930.—A Classified List of 
12,480 Libraries, with names of Librarians and Statiétical Data. 
Large 8vo, cloth, pp. 538. New York, R. R. Bowker 


(London, David Bond), 1930. $12. 
of the United States is well shown in 


Tue Dickens Apvertiser.—A Colleéion of 
the Original Parts of Novels by Charles 
Bernard Darwin. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 
1930. 7s. 6d. 


Dickens literature but 


Shite wx Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 173. 
London, Hogarth Press, — 
hich attempts passed foreshadow 


Opinion. 
Manatma GuHanpr: His Own Srory. Edited 
Illuftrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 350. London, 


1930. 128. 6d. net. 
The Story of the life, trials and tribulations of India’s foremom leader of the 
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. btedly filling a long-felt want. Its title 
adults this is doubtless due to the fa& that it is very difficult nowadays to discriminate 
where the young mind ends and the adult begins. ngdaeipenp dy and 
thoroughly British compiled under the official eye of an English Body, by 
British compilers. 
State and University School, Business 
Special Libraries, ye particulars of stock, circulation, 
books and periodicals and the name of the 
librarian in charge. An Appendix gives the Libraries of Canada and Newfoundland. 
e Advertisements in 
Dickens. Edited by 
vii., 208. London, 
. his Dickens in this form, 
but it is exceedingly ——— that many of them have read the mass of advertise- 
ments on the covers of those original parts. Mr. Darwin has and in this volume 
tells us all about them 
to EE to the history of commerce and / of adver 
Deals with the causes of present-day hostility in various parts of India. 
Shows also where the Simon Commissioners have failed to satisfy Indian 
by C. F. Andrews. 
Allen and Unwin, 
Pe. 256. London, Hutchinson, 1930. 10s. 6d. net. 
really good hiftory of that sinifter prison which figured so much in French 
hiftory. Contains firft-hand ftories of many of the famous personages who in- 
habited that grim fortress. 
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the relationship of 
War on the WeStern Front. 
Praviet (Armand) The Adorable Duchess. Translated 
French. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 260. 
Unwin, 1930. 12s. 6d. net. 
This charming and impetuous young 
Paris early inthe © the nineteenth 
her country suffered and the personal errors she had fallen 


FICTION. 
Benson (Wilfrid) As You Were. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 238. London, 
Hogarth Press, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
A Story of the army at home during the war. The book is written as a comedy, 
but has some serious passages. 
Boom (Ursula) The Secret Lover. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
1930. 7S. 6d. net. 


Corzerr (James) Winterton Hotel Mystery. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 314. 
——— Jenkins, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
of business associates sees fit to commit murder after murder to obtain 
te ent plot is unveiled by a famous criminologist, Reginald Powers. 
GrecG (Cecil Freeman) The Brazen Confession. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
A dete&ive story of the first order. 


JUVENILE. 

Tue Gotpen Arrow Lisrary.—Large crown 
Ballantyne: The World of Ice. Kingston: 
shipmen. Marryat: Settlers in Canada. 

t Katy at i 
Further Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. : 
Women. Alcott: Good Wives. Reed: Fifth Form at 
Dominics. Walton: Peep Behind the Scenes. London, Religious 
Tra& Society, 1930. 2s. 6d. net per volume. 
New titles in this series of Standard juvenile books have 

The is excellent, and they are in charming jackets, 

from which the series takes its name. They are issued at a 


18. ustra' vo, cloth, pp. 278. 
10s. 6d. net. 
' full and interesting account of one of the moést extraordinary episodes “ 
) of the Great War. Everyone will recolle& the ise occasioned by the long- 
range bombardment of Patis. ‘The author has colletted in this volume every scrap 
of information available on the subje€ and has added a number of illustrations of 
| the guns themselves and of the damage done to Paris. The Story is set are 
the 
and 
the 
into 
| 
Rosie at in Beaulieu imaginary pursuit of a vindiétive Chinese 
husband is well told. 
U 
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Correspondence 
The Editor, The Library World. 
Sir 
"1 have read with considerable interes in the current issue of 
The Library World your reports of the Cambridge Conference and 
the Conference of A.S.L.I.B. I should like to point out, though, that 
. my paper advocated the affiliation or rather co-operation of the smallest 
libraries with county or borough systems, preferably the latter in the 
case of small libraries of the urban . a 
Regarding the resolution passed by A.S.L.I.B. on training 
of Students in the use of libraries, I would point out that many _ 
libraries are already doing this work in an even wider field is 
contemplated in the resolution. Library lessons to leaving scholars 
engaged in further education are unaware of this. 


The Central Public Library, Yours faithfully, 
Belle Vue, Epwarp GREEN. 
Halifax. 


The Editor, The Library World. 
RAILWAY BIBLIOGRAPHY TO 1830. 

May I be allowed to repeat my request to librarians for informa- 
tion as to books, pamphlets and maps dealing with railways and 
published before the year 1831, in their respective libraries. I have 
to thank Mr. otepese Se eae ing a list of the items in the Birm- 
ingham Reference Library Mr. Parry for sending his catalogue 

works relating to the Liverpool and Manchester ‘hailway in the 
Liverpool Public Library. But I should be very glad to hear from 
Literature in the libraries of this country. 
st, Great Russell Street, W.C.1. R. A. Pepprs. 


October 16th 1930. 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 


Sir, 

Your contributor, “ XYZ,” in the O&ober number of Tie 
Library World gives the cost of the new Central Library at Sheffield 
as £65,000. tender for the erection of the firucture 
alone is £95,000, and the final cost, including furniture and fitiings, 
is estimated at £130,000—apart fom site (which 
already belongs to the Libraries), demolition of existing libraries, and 
transfers during re-bui'ding. 

I mention these faés use so many librarians do not appear 
to realise that this new brary wil be the large inthe country afte 
Manchester. The area of the site is 20,000 square feet, and the library 
will occupy three floors and a mezzanine covering more than half one 


floor. 
Public Libraries, Yours, etc., 
Sheffield. ‘J. P. Lame. 


Chief Librarian. 


LEAF LINING OVERSEWING 


LEAF LINING ~ PATENT OVERSEWING 


As independent of most Qualities nd 
ot Papets for Sewing: Perpesss. 
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Book- Auction Records 


A PRICED AND“ ANNOTATED QUARTERLY’ 
RECORD OF LONDON, EDINBURGH, 
GLASGOW: AND DUBLIN 
‘BOOK-AUCTIONS. 


volume giving upwardt of 13,000 quotation. 


SUBSCRIPTION; 30/- set per POST AEE. 
_ Either io 4 Quarterly Parts, or as 


Bound Vol. 27 veal} Dicember 15th, 


APPLY por to— 


Stevens Son ‘Stiles 
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Attractive Bindings for 
Public Library Use 


TO MAKE A LIBRARY ATTRACTIVE, BINDINGS SHOULD 
BE BRIGHT, VARIED AND OF DISTINGUISHED FINISH. 


WE CLAIM FOR OUR BINDINGS THAT WE INCORPORATE 
ALL THESE SALIENT FEATURES WITHOUT DEPARTING 
FROM THE STANDARD OF GOOD WORKMANSHIP FOR 
WHICH CHIVERS IS NOTED THROUGHOUT THE 
LIBRARY WORLD. 


WE CAN GIVE YOU BINDINGS WHICH WILL BE 
PLEASING TO YOUR READERS WITHOUT INTRODUCING 
LOUD OR GARISH ORNAMENTATION. 


THE RESULTS OF OUR EXPERIMENTS IN THIS WAY 
SHOWN AT THE RECENT CAMBRIDGE CONFERENCE 
BROUGHT US UNIVERSAL PRAISE. 


ON RECEIPT OF A POSTCARD WE WILL SEND PRICE 
LIST OF THESE VARIOUS BINDINGS, TOGETHER WITH 
SAMPLE BOOKS IF SO DESIRED. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbindets and Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


Printed by Frank Jucxes Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; ; 
and Published for the by 8: Ob., 
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